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Harding Miller Education Foundation Scholarship 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
For Year 8 students applying for a Harding Miller Education Foundation Scholarship 

 
WHAT IS THE SCHOLARSHIP? 
 
The Harding Miller Education Foundation Scholarship Program is for Year 8 girls attending 
Australian public high schools who demonstrate academic excellence, face financial 
barriers, and are highly motivated to succeed at school and pursue tertiary education. 

 

Are these scholarships national? 

Yes. The scholarships are available to Australian students from all states and territories, 
whether you live in a city, regional town, or a rural community. To date, we have 
awarded more than 1,700 scholarships to girls throughout Australia. 

What are the criteria? Do I have to be in Year 8 to apply? 
 

Yes, you need to be in Year 8 at the time of your application and meet the basic eligibility 
and selection criteria: 

 
 

BASIC ELIGIBILITY 
 

o Female student entering Year 9 in 2027 
o Enrolled and attending an Australian government/public school 

 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
 

There are three selection criteria:  
 
1. Demonstrated Academic Excellence: Consistently achieving outstanding or high 

academic results across Maths, Science and English, along with NAPLAN results in 
the Exceeding or Strong bands. Scholars also do well in all other subjects. 

 
2. Financial Barriers: This scholarship is specifically designed to support girls from 

low-income households or those experiencing significant financial barriers to 
accessing educational opportunities. Our aim is to support girls whose families’ 
financial circumstances  make it challenging to pursue their academic ambitions. 

 
3. Highly motivated to succeed at school and pursue tertiary education: This 

means, but is not limited to: 
• the intention to go to university or other tertiary education  
• excellent attendance at school 
• contribution to the school community 
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• active in school and/or community life 
• leadership in school or extracurricular activities  
• self-starting and motivated  
• desire to succeed in the future 
• a positive attitude to education 
• a real desire to learn 

 
I WANT TO APPLY FOR A HARDING MILLER SCHOLARSHIP? HOW DO I 
DO THIS?  

 
It is easy to apply. Go to http://www.hardingmillereducationfoundation.org.au during the 
application period and click on the APPLY NOW link. 

 
You can start your application, save it and come back to it later. All applications must be 
submitted by 11.59pm AEST on Monday 24 August 2026. 

 
 

CAN I APPLY MORE THAN ONCE? 
 

No. You can only apply once, and you must be in Year 8 when you submit your 
application. 

 

 
DO I HAVE TO GET OVER A CERTAIN GRADE TO QUALIFY? 

 
You need to have demonstrated academic excellence – consistently achieving high or 
outstanding academic results across Maths, Science and English, along with NAPLAN results in 
the Exceeding or Strong bands. You should also do well in all other subjects.  
 
Your attitude and commitment to studying and doing well at school also need to be evident in 
your application. 

 
I HAVE WON ANOTHER SCHOLARSHIP ALREADY. CAN I STILL APPLY FOR 
THIS? 

 
Yes. You can still apply if you meet our criteria. We are happy for you to have more than 
one scholarship, as long as you remain in a government school. 
 

 
I AM NOT AN AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN. CAN I STILL APPLY?  
 

Yes, you can still apply. Evidence of your visa status must be included with your application, 
and your visa must remain valid for the duration of the scholarship. 
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HOW MANY APPLICATIONS DO YOU RECEIVE EVERY YEAR?  

 
We receive hundreds of applications every year – and this is increasing as more people 
hear about the scholarship and are inspired by the success stories of our Harding Miller 
scholars. 
 

 
HOW MANY SCHOLARSHIPS DO YOU AWARD EVERY YEAR? 
 

The number of scholarships is dependent on funding. We currently support 930 scholars 
in Years 9 to 12 and awarded 302 scholarships last year. 
 

 
HOW DO YOU DEFINE FINANCIAL BARRIERS? 
 
You are from a low-income household or are experiencing significant financial barriers to 
accessing educational opportunities. 
This scholarship is specifically designed to support girls from low-income households or those 
experiencing significant financial barriers. Our aim is to support girls whose family's financial 
circumstances make it challenging to pursue their academic ambitions. 

 
 
IN ADDITION TO A LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD, WHAT OTHER FACTORS 
SHOULD I INCLUDE IN MY APPLICATION?  
 
In our experience, we generally see students who experience a combination of the 
following factors: 
 

• Having an immigrant, refugee or asylum seeker background (personally or 
through your parents/carers) 

• Identifying as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
• Living with low parental or carer academic achievement 
• Living with a disability (yourself or family members) 
• Living in out-of-home care (not with either parent) 
• Living in a geographically isolated area 
• Suffering misfortune or destitution 
• Living with family violence or fa m i l y  dysfunction 

 
 

DO ALL SCHOLARSHIPS PROVIDE THE SAME SUPPORT ACROSS ALL 
STATES AND TERRITORIES?  
 
Yes, every scholarship is the same, for all girls in government schools, across all regions of 
Australia. 
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ARE THE QUINN SCHOLARSHIPS DIFFERENT TO THE HARDING MILLER 
SCHOLARSHIPS?  
 
The Quinn scholarships are the same as the Harding Miller scholarships. They are financed 
and supported by the Quinn Femelle Foundation, which is why they are called the Quinn 
scholarships for Queenslanders. 

 

 
CAN I STILL APPLY IF I DON’T HAVE MY PRINCIPAL’S SUPPORT? 
 
No. As part of the application, you need your principal to provide a reference. The 
reference can be written by an assistant principal or your Year Coordinator, but it must 
be signed by the principal, and it needs to be on school letterhead. 

 
ARE THE SCHOLARSHIPS ONLY FOR GIRLS? CAN BOYS APPLY? 
 
Only girls are eligible to apply for the Harding Miller scholarship program. Our founders 
believe that educating girls has the potential to create societal change by breaking the 
cycle of poverty and stimulating economic growth. 

 
 

DO I HAVE TO GIVE THE LAPTOP BACK AT THE END OF THE 
SCHOLARSHIP? 
 
If you complete Year 12 and provide us with your ATAR result, the laptop is yours to keep. 

 
 

HOW MUCH IS A SCHOLARSHIP WORTH AND WHAT DOES IT INCLUDE? 
 
Scholarships are valued at approximately $20,000 over the course of four years. 
Successful applicants for 2027 will receive the following support: 
 

• High-quality laptop and helpdesk support 
• 4G mobile broadband including 20GB of data per month 
• Personal one-to-one (face-to-face or online) tutoring 
• Subscription to an online study help provider 
• $700 pre-paid card for school expenses per year 
• Mentoring from a dedicated personal volunteer coach 
• Invitations to Future Success Program activities and events to develop skills, along with 

exposure to university pathways and careers. 
• Ongoing IT support 
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WHAT IS THE SELECTION PROCESS? 
 
Your application will be reviewed by a judging panel, which includes representatives from 
the Harding Miller Education Foundation, Departments of Education, and other 
independent judges. 
 
Members of the judging panels assess each application against the selection criteria and 
provide their recommendations to the Harding Miller moderation committee for 
consideration and approval, subject to available funding. 

 

 
WHEN WILL I FIND OUT IF I’VE BEEN SUCCESSFUL? 
 
We will send you an email to notify you of the outcome of your application by the beginning of 
December. Your principal and parents or guardians will also be notified. 

 
IS THERE SOMEONE I CAN CALL IF I GET STUCK WITH MY 
APPLICATION? 
 
Please call the Harding Miller Education Foundation on 1300 103 896 or email 
info@hardingmiller.org.au. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

 
o Please call the Harding Miller Education Foundation on 1300 103 896 - or 
o Email the Harding Miller Education Foundation on info@hardingmiller.org.au 

 
Updated: July 2026 
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